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Students write accounting program for business office
Miriam Keen
Dordt's business of-
fice changed over to a new ac-
counting system this fall. With
the completion of this pro-
gram, designed by three Dordt
students who graduated last
year, all of Dordt's ad-
ministrative offices now have
their own custom-designed
record keeping systems.
The need for the new soft-
ware materialized four years
ago when Dordt received a
Title 111 grant for. computer
purchase from the federal
government. Dordt chose the
Altos microcomputer system
because of its reasonable price
and flexibility. The admissions
and advancement offices easi-
ly adapted the system to their
programs. Their software was
written by Dordt students, giv-
ing them a broad range of pro-
gramming experience. Com-
puterizing the business office
was more difficult. Because of
the complexity of the pro-
gram, the business office in-
tended to buy a multi-fund ac-
counting package that would
work with the Altos computer.
They searched for two and a
half years but could not find
software that would suit their
needs. As a result, until this
fall, many of Dordt's account-
ing transactions were either
done by firms outside the col-
lege or were done manually.
In March 1986, the business
office decided to try writing
their own program. Darrel
Raih, Dordt's comptroller,
suggested the idea to Dennis
Beekman, who had done some
programming for the business
office earlier. Beekman
enlisted the help of Greg Boer
and Dale Van Voorst. When
Raih explained what the
business office needed, Boer,
Van Voorst, and Beekman
estimated they could write a
program by the beginning of
the 1986-87 school year. They
"had no idea of the complex-
ity of a multi-fund accounting
system," says Raih.
They soon found out. A
year and a half and almost
30,000 lines of code later, the
system is being used. There are
still "bugs" to be worked out,
but the system is in operation.
The reason Dordt needs
such a complex system is that
it has more than one source of
income. Students pay tuition;
donations are received
through the Fall Foundation
Drive; unsolicited donations
come in as well-all of these
must go on a general ledger.
The general ledger is broken
down further so that there are
separate ledgers for such




Students have their own ac-
counts as well. When students
pay their tuition, their names
are called up from the files,
and the exact amount owed is
shown. The payment is
entered into the computer and,
immediately, the students' ac-
counts and all other accounts
involved are updated.
Writing the program was a
good test for other software
that Boer wrote. That soft-
ware, a "programmer's
toolbox," has been sold to
Computer Support, a software
company in Sioux City, Iowa.
The toolbox is a set of func-
tions that aid the programmer
in developing complex data
entry programs like the ac-
counting package for the
business office.
Boer, Beekman, and Van
Voorst have written other soft-
ware for Dor dt , Boer
developed software to correct
the problem of students ac-
cidentally messing up system
files. Beekman's experience in-
cludes writing a registration
program for the business of-
fice. Van Voorst wrote a pro-
gram for recording grades in
the academic office. 0
Dale Van Voont (right) has gained a
wealth of experience in computer
programming wbUe at Oordt.
Escobar stresses need to relate faith to culture
In his two speeches titled "Reforma-
tion and the Liberating Word" and
•'Reformation and A Liberating
History." Dr. Samuel Escobar
stressed that our theology must relate
our faith to our lives and that in
Latin America our theology must
speak to the poverty and oppression
tbat dominate that culture.
Sally Jongsma
Each year Dordt Col-
lege invites to campus an
outstanding Christian leader
whose life and work embodies
the meaning of biblical refor-
mation for 20th century life,
culture, and society. Dr.
Samuel Escobar was this
year's speaker at the annual
Reformation Day Celebration.
He spoke on "Liberation
Themes in Reformational
Perspective."
Dr. Escobar grew up in a
Protestant family in Peru, a
society dominated by Roman
Catholic Christians and Marx-
ists. Today he works to help
the young Latin American
Protestant churches develop a
theology that integrates their
faith with the culture in which
they live.
The need for such work has
become increasingly clear to
Escobar over the past years.
As a university student, he felt
the evangelistic pull of Marx-
ism. He resisted its influence,
but saw the need for a Protes-
tant theology that would ad-
dress the problems Marxism
and liberation theology tries to
solve.
"Poverty is the main feature
of Latin American society,"
says Escobar. It is the issue
that must be addressed if the
Protestant church is to have an
influence on people's lives.
"The Word of God is Truth
for all people, in all places,"
says Escobar. "But theology is
man's reflection on that Word




ministries are not useful for
Latin American Christians, he
explains. "It makes no sense,
for example, to talk about the
relation of the church and
state when there is no stable
government." Ministering in
Latin America must mean
relating the Christian faith to
the important issues of that
culture.
Roman Catholic liberation
theologies have tried to speak
to the unique cultural situation
in Latin America. In so doing
they have accepted Marxist
solutions to the problems. As
a South American Reformed
Baptist who has looked closely
at liberation theologies,
Escobar believes that a biblical
Reformed world-view that
pushes Christians to act
against injustice and oppres-
sion will bring change and will
draw people to Christ.
Escobar's life work reflects
his commitment to spelling out
a Protestant alternative to
Marxism and liberation
theologies. For fourteen years
he worked with the Interna-
tional Fellowship of Christian
Students (IFCS) in South
America. Students he has
taught are now leaders in their
churches and communities. As
they face life's joys and prob-
lems they are pushed to fur-
ther articulate the meaning of
the gospel for their lives.
Organizations like the Latin
American Theological Frater-
nity' which Escobar helped to
begin, give a place for leaders
to wrestle with applying God's





Philadelphia. But his summers
are spent working with IFCS
teaching Christian students.
This summer he will spend one
month teaching in Peru and
the rest of his time in Italy,
France, Portugal, and Spain.
"Christian ministry must
register the changes that occur
in society," says Escobar. "If
we believe that God's Word is
permanent, we must know
how to minister in different
situations. Although needs
and situations change, we
must continue to call people to
discipleship to Christ." 0
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started this fall, Dr. Kornelis
Boot took a quick trip to the
Palauan Islands to investigate
the possibility of starting a
permanent settlement for Viet-
namese refugees. Boot, who
teaches linguistics at Oordt,
has been actively involved in
helping refugees settle into
North American life. For the
past several summers, he
taught new refugees at the
Saigon CRC in California. On
campus he teaches Vietnamese
students English as a Second
Language (ESL) and works
closely with them.
The trip to Palau was
planned after word reached
the Saigon CRC that refugee
camps in Hong Kong,
Thailand, and Malaysia will
soon be closed. The need for a
new camp is urgent. Boot
traveled with Rev. Nguyen
Xuan Bao, pastor of the
Saigon CRC; Lam Van Phat,
Lieutenant General of the
South Vietnamese army until
April 1975when he was forced
to surrender to the North Viet-
namese; and Al Bandstra, a
Christian school teacher from
Pella, Iowa. They sent a letter
to John O. Ngiraked, Minister
of State of the Republic of
Palau, proposing that the
government provide land that
refugees could develop. The
Vietnamese people would be
provided with housing, train-
ing facilities, and enough land
to grow crops. The refugees
would work with the Palauan
Dr. Boot's involvement witb Viet-
namese students led him and his wife
Aly to "adopt" Len Phoung On,
now a freshman at Dordt.
government in constructing
roads, utilities, airports, and
port facilities, as well as
developing export industries.
Palau is located in the West
Caroline Islands, 800 miles
southeast of Manila and 500
miles southwest of Guam. Its
total land mass is 200 square
miles, and it has a population
of 14,000, most of whom live
in the capital city, Koror.
Much of the island is coral reef
and fishing is a common trade.
Dr. Boot is specifically in-
terested in the educational side
of the development. In Palau,
English is the preferred
language. If the permanent
settlement of the refugees were
to take place, ESL teachers,
agricultural specialists, and
other teachers would be need-
ed to form an entire educa-
tional system. It would be
possible to send Oordt
students to Palau for a sum-
mer volunteer program. Oordt
also trains ESL teachers. After
graduating, they could work in
Palau as could agricultural
specialists and elementary and
secondary education
graduates.
The government of Palau
must now decide what to do
about the proposal. If the
government agrees to work
with the Vietnamese refugees,
many people will be needed to
support the project financial-
ly. It will take $60,000 per
month to finance the initial
settlement of the refugees.
Boot and others in the CRC
are doing all they can to find a
solution to the problem, but in
the end the decision will be a
political one. 0
FRoM THE PRESIDENT
What kind of schools
must we have for our
children?
In the past, our answer has
been twofold. The education
of our children must be Chris-
tian and it must be Reformed.
Recently, however, doubts
have been raised concerning
this traditional position. Ob-
viously the education of our
children must be Christian.
But why should it be Re-
formed? It may be important
to be Reformed in the church,
in order to distinguish one
church or denomination from
another. But why is it impor-
tant to be Reformed in the
school?
There may be a number of
reasons for asking this ques-
tion. One of the most impor-
tant is the desire to include
other Christians and their




churches are asking to enroll
their children in our Christian
schools. They do so because
they appreciate the quality of
education and the emphasis
upon Christian values in our
schools. In other communities
the Christian school societies
are actively seeking the par-
ticipation and support of other
Christians. This happens most
often when the number of
Reformed Christians is small,
and the help of others is need-
ed to initiate or maintain a
Christian school.
As a result an increasing
number of Christian schools
are not only asking why Chris-
tian education should be
Reformed, but t ey are also
de-emphasizing the Reformed
character of their educational
programs, in an effort to be
more broadly Christian.
I can understand the desire
to include other Christians in
our Christian schools and to
share with them that beautiful
perspective we have in our
system of Christian education.
That is also my desire. In fact,
I think we must seek to include
and share with others the
blessings of our Christian
schools- especially when they
come as parents asking to
enroll their children in our
schools.
I can also understand the ef-
fort to enlist the participation
of other Christians in in-
itiating and maintaining a
Christian school. If I found
myself in such a situation I
also would want to call upon
others to join in the establish-
ment of a school in which we
could provide our children
with a Christ-centered educa-
tion.
At the same time, however,
I am deeply concerned about
the tendency to include others
by de-emphasizing or ignoring
the importance of being
Reformed in the education of
our children. The usual result
of such a tendency is educa-
tion that is fundamentalistic or
dualistic, that is, education
that fails consistently to in-
tegrate the Christian faith with
the entirety of the educational
program. When that happens,
i.e., when a dualistic perspec-
tive creeps into our schools,
the very reason for
estabffihing Christian schoo s
is taken away; and we are left
with schools that. bear the
name Christian but fail to
teach the various courses from
a consistently Christian
perspective.
Much of what we have just
described, I believe, is due to
confusion over what it means
to be Reformed.
My discussions concerning
this matter indicate that it is
often assumed that being
Reformed is first of all a mat-
ter of belonging to a Reformed
church and adhering to
Reformed church creeds. I can
understand and sympathize
with this reaction because I
believe it is important to
belong to a Reformed church
and adhere to the Reformed
creeds.
But this assumption also
creates problems for us,
because it limits our
understanding of what it
means to be Reformed. Being
Reformed is not only a matter
of church membership and
church confessions. Being
Reformed is primarily a mat-
ter of world-and-life view.
To be Reformed is to
acknowledge, according to the
Scriptures, that God is
sovereign over all and that the
redemptive work of Jesus
Christ, which restores the en-
tire creation, summons the
Christian community to obe-
dient service in every sphere of
life. There are no alien ter-
rains. Every sphere is to be
entered and claimed as an
arena for Christian service.
It is this Reformed world-
and-life view that requires
Christian education. The
school is one place in which
Christians are called to obe-
dient service. The school is
also a place in which Chris-
tians are to be prepared,
educated for Christian service
in every sphere of life-not
only in the church, but also in
the home, state, labor, com-
merce, medicine, journalism,
and politics.
Christian education also re-
quires this Reformed world-
and-life view. If education is
to be consistently Christian it
must do more than open the
school day with prayer and
provide students with courses
in Bible. Every course from
history through physical
education must be taught from
a biblical perspective. Only
then can the students be
prepared to serve Christ in all
things.
I am concerned that our
Christian schools-grade
schools, high schools, and col-
leges-be distinctively
Reformed. Because I wish to
isolate our children? No.
Because I want to exclude
other Christians and their
children? No. I am concerned
that our Christian schools be
Reformed so that they may re-
main consistently Christian, so
our children may be trained to
serve Christ in all things, and
in order that the Christian
community may increasingly
acknowledge God as sovereign
over all spheres-including the




About trees and things...
Why make art?
Joanne Alberda
Among the dips and
rises of Highway 75 from
Sioux Center to LeMars are
some treasured trees that, if
one is consciously aware of
space and objects, are sources
for visual music-making and
allow the viewer to take
pleasure in the range of their
changes.
Let me describe a few of
these trees. About half way to
LeMars is a poplar. It stands
alone in a shallow dip that
provides enough water for a
substantial root system and a
sturdy trunk. Although its
leafless skeleton in the winter
shows some damage from
wind or storm, the damage has
not marred the symmetry of its
leafy silhouette in the summer.
I often find typically sym-
metrical trees uninteresting,
but the perfection of this tree
contrasts so vividly with others
along the way that it catches
my eye.
I can still visualize another
memorable tree that, until this
summer, stood a few miles
further along the road. All
that remained was a badly
mangled trunk with one long
arm that grew out in an arc
over the road. The amazing
thing about the tree was the
branch seemed so vital, so
healthy! One could not help
but rejoice in its will to sur-
vive. It seemed humiliating for
this tree to have been cut down
by human hands when it had
survived so many natural
crises.
A few miles farther, just
north of LeMars, is a small
cluster of trees. In the summer
they mesh together to form a
tight visual unit; but in the
winter they become in-
dividuals, and, riding past
them, one becomes conscious
of the spaces between them.
The viewers' motion however,
changes what could be a static
scene. The spaces defined by
trunks and branches shift,
condense, merge, and then un-
fold into new shapes.
It is easy to talk about trees.
The images flow in and out,
and as an artist I think about
ways to translate the images of
my mind into a medium to
share with others. But my life
is also filled with other im-
ages-of hungry people, of
victims of injustice, of babies
in wells and anguished
parents, of political decisions
that must be made and carried
out, of neighbors who are sick
or lonely, children to be cared
for, Sunday school classes to
be taught, students to be ad-
vised. There is no end to this
list-and then the half-
finished wall piece lying on the
floor in my office, the quilt
blocks scattered about my
sewing room, begin to seem so
frivolous!
Is the work I.do important?
There are other, more im-
mediate concerns that seem to
demand the time of all of us.
Yet I've found in scripture
some amazing things about
these seemingly frivolous
tasks. God gave specific and
detailed directions for design-
ing and making beautiful
garments and furnishings for
the tabernacle and, a little
later, detailed instructions for
the design of the temple and its
furnishings. But even more
amazing is the fantastic
display of design and color
found in nature. Did a
peacock's tail have to provide
such a show-or the faceted
crystal such a display of light!
Paul Brand and Philip
Yancey, in the book In His Im-
age describe the complexity of
the human sense organs and
their relationship to the
human brain. Designed for
survival, but so much more!
To the stimuli of the sensors
the brain makes it own con-
tributions of meaning and
emotion. A word or sound, a
look, a touch, can engender a
wealth of meanings and sensa-
tions. Surely there is more to
life than survival!
Often thinking people have
questioned the validity of such
pleasureable pursuits as learn-
ing and the making of art. In
1939, C.S. Lewis gave a chapel
sermon to the students at Ox-
ford at the opening session of
the academic school year.
England was desperately
fighting for survival against
the threat of annihilation from
German bombs. He asks,
What is the use of
beginning a task which
we have so little chance
of finishing? Or, even if
we ourselves should hap-
pen not to be interrupted
by death or military ser-
vice, why should we-
indeed how can we-
continue to take an in-
terest in the placid oc-
cupations when the lives
of our friends and the
liberties of Europe are in
the balance? Is it not like
fiddling while Rome
burns?
If you read C.S. Lewis you
know his answer is interesting,
and lengthy. I found comfort
for some of my questions in
his words. Using the analogy
of life-saving he says,
The rescue of drown-
ing men is, then, a duty
worth dying for, but not
worth living for. A man
may have to die for his
country; but no man
must, in any exclusive
sense, live for his coun-
try. He who surrenders
himself without reserva-
tion to the temporal
claims of a nation, or a
party surrenders to
Caesar that which of all
things, most emphatical-
ly belongs to God
himself.
While he rejects the idea
that "cultural activities are in
their own right spiritual and
meritorious" he certainly does
not consider "culture to be an
inexcusable frivolity on the
part of creatures loaded with
such awful responsibilities as
we." He continues.
An appetite for these
things exists in the
human mind and God
makes no appetite in
vain. We can therefore
pursue knowledge as
such, and beauty, as
such, in the sure con-
fidence that by so doing
we are either advancing
to the vision of God
ourselves or indirectly
helping others to do so.
So I ask myself, is what I'm
doing worthwhile? In terms of
temporal rewards, not much. I
haven't won any great honors,
no four-color glossies in the
trade magazines, or made
much money from the sale of
my works. But the song
doesn't stop. The images keep
coming, the subtleties of color
and shape demand my atten-
tion. The trees-those
marvelous analogies of the
human spirit, some so sturdy
and some so mangled-cannot
escape my hungry appetite for
designing. I need to make
visual music! How the use of
my skills will unfold, whether
in the working out of the pat-
terns and images, or in
teaching my students to
discover the treasures not so
hidden, I leave to God's plan.
When we understand that
the art of a culture is a reflec-
tion of the values and religious
direction of a society, then I
know that for Christians it is
very important to know and
understand art, and to be in-
volved in making it. Many
writers and artists -in this cen-
tury have seen art solely as a
vehicle of self-expression
rather than as a duty to fulfill
the artistic needs of a com-
munity-which explains at
least to some extent the wide
gap between the artist and his
audience. As a Christian artist
I want my work to be ap-
propriate to my Christian vi-
sion of life and reality. As a
teacher of art I wish to develop
in the minds of my students an
awareness and appreciation
for the role of the arts in the
community, and for its ability
to enhance the Christian
witness and life of that com-
munity. 0
"Evening at Sandy Hollow"
by Joanne Alberda
"Did a peacock's
tail have to provide
such a show-or the
faceted crystal such a
display of light! , ,






You did what few dare do: start overnew.
You left behind contented cows, bovines
Placid as a June breeze, who wouldn't construe
A scooping style or quiet moods as signs
Of character amiss. As sure as feed
Was offered, it was taken in delight.
No cows of corn had ever said, UWe need
Our feed more tasty; prepare our silage right."
Instead they chewed on what you gave, not once
But twice. Who'd leave a class with such desire
For what his hand could give? You did. Each wants
To think he'd do the same-it took a fire
Beyond the spark that smolders in most breasts
To leave success to face much sterner tests.
Mike Vanden Bosch
written for the retirement of Jack Vanden Berg
Tests
Each afternoon I taught
he took the turns and accents of my voice,
missed nothing.
Then one day he tested me
biking across Chengdu.
He led. I trailed behind.
For miles on Renmin road,
he set a pace for me to match
within a stream of rolling wheels,
a tide of bobbing heads.







At times he entered paths so small,
tires scraped threshholds,
our shoulders brushed a family's window herbs.
Sweating, I followed.
Clearing the dusty streets,
he headed into evening and backroads.
Geese quacked in ditches, chickens clucked,
tired peasants shuffled home,
leading their water buffaloes.
At last he stopped
at a pavilion on the River Fu
where swallows flitted
and the west turned gold
over a field of arrowroot.
Under lantern stars, we sat.
His fingers stirred the silvery water
as we watched a lotus moon.
Slowly he talked of memories,
a culture in revolt,
classmates taunting
the boy who hummed Mozart,
red guards burning his mother's music,
striking an ax to her piano while she wept.
Trusting, he spoke.
Trusted, I listened
to the rises, falls, the pacings of his words
until some noisy swimmers broke the spell.
Returning to the city gates that night,
we pedaled side by side.
Helen Westra
written after returning from China
Mike Vanden Bosch, Helen Westra, and James Schaap teach English at
Dordt; Joanne Alberda teaches art
Relationships VII
Prairie Revisited
fred, and before him,
Rolvaag.
It is the prairie that really
makes the farmer's story. It is
the prairie sun that blotches
the skin on his resolute face
and the prairie wind twists the
cottonwood's yearly growth.
It is the land itself that firms
their mutual stubbornness,
UIl~oiIl"'ltmakes the farmer lock his
new roadway. There he was, jaw and look up to the cotton-
his arms cradling a shotgun, wood as some leafy alter ego,
saying no, politely, to the men a symbol of his own capacity
with the saws. to endure during the ritual
So today the tree stands threats of mean prairie
there, a half-canopy of silver seasons-the heat of summer,
leaves leaning over the the cold of winter, and always
blacktop road to the state line. the scathing winds. Perhaps
Maybe the tree is too that farmer with the shotgun
dangerous, only a foot or two saw in the cottonwood a kin-
off the shoulder, but it's still dred spirit, a cohort, in the
there, thick and stubborn and prairie epic.
almost mean, like the farmer Trees are no mere commod-
who years ago fervently held ity here. Even today they are
his ground. of immigrant stock, standing
I had almost forgotten the defiant on the sweep of
story, but it returns to me flatland or pushed around by
now, after two years away the gusty tempers of some very
from Iowa's prairie flatland. real Calvinist God. Even to-
It returned to me when I day, locked in the semi-
returned to the plains, because security of air-conditioned
the story's characters are the tractor cabs equipped with the
stock fare of old prairie life. latest in corn pickers and bean
The farmer with a shotgun- harvesters, today's prairie
lean, shoulders stooped, lips farmer livesprecariously in the
chapped, face leather-the hands of God, his crop and his
kind of man who looks like the family's livelihood deter-
farmer in Grant Wood's mined, in a sense, by God's
famous painting, "American hand in nature-the length of
Gothic," but the kind of man the growing season, the path
who doesn't laugh at the of summer hailstorms, the
painter's odd joke; and the kindness of the wind.
tree-committed stubbornly Clinging ruggedly to the sur-
to slow growth, tousled maybe face waters of the prairie
by a northwest wind. And that ocean, folks here dig
looming third character, the themselves into the earth-like
prairie itself, today's immense the cottonwood-and live,
garden of tall corn and beans; sometimes too stubbornly
the plains flatland that farm perhaps, in the old ways, the
wives called an ocean long ways that have let them live
before Hamlin Garland did, out here for a century. The
the sea of westward rolling prairie is no asphalt world, no
hills beneath the hemisphere super-domed existence. On the
of broad horizon, the land so prairie, people live in the
well drawn by Frederick Man- presence of a God who ap-
Local legend has it
that when the county ran the
gravel road straight west to the
South Dakota border, one
stubborn farmer refused to fell
the monstrous cottonwood out
front of his house, the one the
Joanne Alberda
pears each season in the image
of Old Testament Jehovah.
We've come back to north-
west Iowa from the shelter of
Wisconsin forests, where there
is no straight-edge horizon;
and the old man's story makes
much more sense now that I
can stand on the bare swell of
a prairie hill and look over this
broad land's patchwork. Here
and there farm groves sit in
huddled shadows against the
plain.
Out here, exposed and
vulnerable, folks can rest in
God's favor. But when his
disfavor slashes them with
wind or flattens them with
heat or hail, they wrestle it as
physically as Jacob wrestled
with God. There are no
shadows here, no forests, no
mountains to hide behind. The
outfurled land nowhere offers
relief. When some grand last
trumpet sounds, no man will
run to hide on the plains.
Last night a strong wind
staggered the maples in front
of our home. You could hear
the startled leaves through the
closed bedroom window, and I
worried about our trees.
This morning I noticed that
a neighbor had lost a branch
from his front-yard elm. The
tree looked like a spread com-
pass, the snapped limb half-
hanging to the ground. It hurt
me to see it dangling there, its
leaves already curling, because
the image cut me to the very
edge of life. It reminded me
again of the old farmer stand-
ing out there with his cotton-
wood, shotgun in hand, saying
no to some county engineer, as
if it were he they were after
with their saws. Because, in a
prairie way, it was. 0
James c. Schaap
written after returning from a
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Everett & Nelvina Franken
The large second story of the Franken bouse bas been a pleasant, roomy
borne to nearly 200 Dordt students.
Recognize this house?
Franken house has been home to students for 30 years
Sally Jongsma
In the fall of 1957
Everett and Nelvina Franken
opened their doors to the first
of nearly 200 Dordt students
to live in their home in the
thirty years between 1957 and
1987.
"We had just moved a
block and a half from the col-
lege," Mr. Franken told me as
we sat in their comfortable
dining room. "With four
growing children we had
outgrown our small house on
main street."
When school started that
fall, Reverend B.J. Haan, then
college president, called the
Frankens looking for more
rooms for students. In 1957
Dordt's campus was one
building-today's classroom
building. With no dormitories,
students lived in homes close
to the college. "We didn't
really have any intention of
renting out part of our house
when we moved. We started
renting rooms more as a favor
to Reverend Haan," Franken
explained.
For the first few years,
students only slept and studied
in the Franken home. "Our
girls had one room upstairs.
The students lived in the other
two and ate their meals at the
college," said Mrs. Franken.
Later, after the Franken
children were older, a kitchen
was added upstairs. "The
students really wanted to do
their own cooking," said Mrs.
Franken. 1'50 eventually we
built a bedroom for our boys
in the basement and our girls
moved downstairs.
"We've never had one
ounce of trouble with our
students," Mr. Franken went
on. "We would occasionally
invite them down for cookies
or a meal," added Mrs.
Franken. Sometimes she
would bring up a batch of
fresh cookies, or one of the
girls would run down for an
egg while they were preparing
supper. "We just tried to help
when we could," she con-
tinued. "Our children lived on
their own in other cities, and
we like to think someone did
those things for them, too."
Asked if he remembered any
fiaseos or humorous situations
that arose from having
students in their home, Mr.
Franken rubbed his chin
reflectively and said, "It's
been a calm, everyday sort of
thing. Kids will be kids, but
we've had a real good bunch
of students live here."
The students who lived at
the Franken's feel the same
way about their landlords.
Kathy Plugers De Wit ('82)
lived at the Frankens' home
for three years. "It was ter-
rific, the best place you could
hope to get," she remembers.
"Because it was upstairs, there
was always sunlight streaming
in and it felt homey."
She and her roommates
have fond memories of the
Frankens as well. "Although
we didn't spend a lot of time
visiting with them, we would
stop and chat now and then.
Mrs. Franken always brought
up the mail, and they were
always good-natured about
things." Kathy remembers the
cakes and cookies, the time
Frankens took them for a pic-
nic supper at Oak Grove, and
their willingness to let the girls
go downstairs and watch TV
while they were in California
for a month in the winter.
Kathy also recalls a couple
of incidents that got lost in 30
years of such things for the
Frankens. One day Mr.
Franken stopped them and
asked if they knew whose
chicken was in the basement.
The girls said no and guessed
that some prankster, thinking
they were living in a basement
apartment, had tossed it
down. "Mr. Franken shook
his head good-naturedly and
got rid of it," said Kathy.
"Another time he commented
that it sounded like Grand
Central Station upstairs. But
they never got angry. We've
often talked about the fact
that we couldn't have had it
better," said Kathy.
This year five students are
living upstairs at the
Frankens': Phyllis Meijers
from Milton, Ontario; Aman-
da Postma from Abbotsford,
British Columbia; Eve-Lynn




semester Julie Peterson from
Sioux City, Iowa, will join
them.
They agree with Kathy
about the apartment and the
Frankens. "They're great to
us," says Phyllis. "The other
day 1 came home on my bike-
with-almost-no-brakes. Mr.
Franken said 'I don't think
you should be riding that
thing.' An hour later when 1
went down to hop on my bike
for my next class, I found he
had fixed my brakes."
"We try to be quiet,
especially at night since our
kitchen is directly above their
bedroom," adds Amanda.
"I'm sure it still gets rather
noisy at times, but they don't
complain." In fact after they
had come in late a couple of
nights, Mr. Franken said,
"Don't try to be so quiet when
you come in. I hear you
anyway, but I hear you more if
you're trying so hard to be
quiet. "
On Canadian Thanksgiving,
the three Canadians decided to
cook a Thanksgiving dinner
for 20 of their Canadian
friends. "The next day I
apologized for the noise,"
says Phyllis. Mr. Franken
shrugged and said," You can't
have any fun without a little
noise. "
That good-natured will-
ingness to give students room
to be students and yet be
responsible for the way they
live has made the Franken
apartment a favorite for
many. It has also added to the
good memories of their college
years.
Occasionally students who
lived upstairs sometime in the
past 30 years will still stop by
the Frankens' house to say
hello. "I guess they remember
us," Mr. Franken says smil-
ing. D
"We've often
talked about the fact
that we couldn't
have had it better."
Although there are plenty of desks,
Amanda Postma and PbylUsMeijen
do much of theIr studyIng at tbe
brightly lit kitchen table. And snacks








Vanden Bosch ('73) of Hull
have been elected to fill the va-
cant seats.
The North Puget Sound
Chapter has also elected new
board members to replace out-
going members Karen De
Ruyter ('70), Len Fakkema
('81), and Belinda Geertsma
('78). Elected were Brenda
Disselkoen ('86), Keith
Korthuis ('86), and Leroy
Plagerman ('84). On
September 16, a group of
Lynden-area alumni met with




Reformed Church sponsored a
Reformation Day celebration
in their church. While children
were entertained with videos
and games, the adults dis-
cussed "Improving Com-
munication in the Family,"
led by Dr. Charles Veenstra
('68), Dordt professor of com-
munication.
The Western Michigan
Chapter has new leadership.
Roxanne Nobel ('78) was
recently chosen president of
Following his Grand Rapids reading, Schaap answered questions about where
be gets his ideas and what guides him lIS a Christian autbor. He discussed
other aspects of his writing with alumnus Sid Ekkelenkamp ('81).
the chapter board; Drew
Jelgerhuis ('85) is the new vice
president. The chapter con-
tinues to award scholarships
annually (see story on p. 8).
The chapter also sponsored
a reading by Dr. James C.
Schaap ('70) in the Alger Park
Christian Reformed Church
on October 30. Approximately
30 alumni attended, along
with other interested in-
dividuals.
Fifteen to 20 alumni from
around Chino and Ontario,
California, met on the evening
of November 15 to discuss
working toward an ongoing
program of alumni activities in
their area. They will continue
developing ideas for the focus
of such activities and hope to
meet with all area alumni in
the near future.
Alumni in and around
Phoenix, Arizona got together
for an ice cream social on
November 21 at Phoenix
Christian Grade School. Near-
ly 40 people came out to enjoy
each other's company, play
games (including a challenging
game of Dordt trivia), win
prizes, and eat ice cream.
Pella-area alumni gathered
to cheer on the Dordt men's
varsity basketball team in their
games against Rockford Col-
lege (Ill.) and Hope College of
Holland, Michigan, during the
Central Classic. Following the
Hope game on November 27,
alumni held a coffee in the
Central College fieldhouse. 0
*
Alumni throughout
the country have been busy in
the last few months. New
leaders have been elected;
social events have been held;
long range plans have been
laid.
National alumni association
board members are looking
forward to Homecoming,
when they will hold their an-
nual meeting on campus. Two
members of the board and its
executive committee ended
three-year terms this summer.
Rhonda Triezenberg ('74) of
Rock Valley, and Dennis
Vander Plaats ('71) of Orange
City have provided valuable
leadership over the last three
years, a time of transition for
the association as the board
was restructured to include
broader geographic represen-
tation.
Rod De 'Boer ('83) of
Orange City and Carol
"Celebrating Unity




- Daily displays will highlight campus and
alumni diversity.
- Chapels on Tuesday and Thursday
(10:30 a.m.) led by alumni.
- Jimmy Stewart stars as an idealistic senator
in "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington;"
C-160, Friday, 6:00 and 9:00 p.m.; $2.00.
- Laura Vander Windt ('82) organ recital;
Chapel, Friday, 8:00 p.m.
SATURDAY
- Extra-curriculars fair; 10:00 a.m. - noon.
- Luncheon buffet; proceeds benefit Alumni
Scholarship Fund; 11:00 - 12:00.
-Alumni vs. JV game; Noon.
- Dordt varsity vs. Mt. Marty; 2:00 p.m.
- Homecoming banquet; 5:30 p.rn.
- Talent Extravaganza and ice cream social;
7:30 p.m.
Look for more details and reservation
information in the mail.
HOMECOMING '88
+
Homecoming '88 will be a time for
alumni to join faculty members and
students in celebrating the variety of
gifts and callings we find within the
Kingdom community that is Dordt
College.







Class of '83 Reunion
If you started at Dordt in 1979, this
is for you! On Saturday morning at
10:30 in West Commons, enjoy a
complimentary brunch with your
classmates and their families. Then,
take advantage of the variety of
Homecoming activities available, in-
cluding special reserved seating at the
ball games and talent show.
Organ Students' Reunion
If you were a student of Joan
Ringerwole in the last 20 years, don't
miss this chance to get reacquainted
while sharing expertise and enjoying
good organ music. Special events in-
clude a recital by doctoral student
Laura Vander Windt ('82) on Friday
evening, preceded by a dinner in the
Commons at 6:00. Start Saturday
with a discussion/playing time in the
Chapel (9:30 a.m.), then join in the
general Homecoming festivities.
Leanne Van Leeuwen and Betty Addink (above) Joined with their
Admissions Office colleagues, Mike Epema and Pete Hamstra, as
tbe only alumni entry in the talent show. Exbasketballen Wes
Fopma, Denny Reweeherst, and Roger Mulder (upper right) joined
otber alumni in admiring tbe leaping ability of Russ Smith (center),
who won tbe slam dunk competition at half time of the varsity
game. We hope to see plenty of alumni participation in both events
this year. Sign yourself upl
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Cindy's students loved to sing and she taught
them many American songs, including "Love
in Any Language" by Sandi Patti.
Living Christ's love in Connecticut and China
"Living out Christ's
love concretely in our daily
lives is what draws people to a
relationship with Jesus
Christ," says Cindy Holtrop
('78). Her comment comes
after reflecting on the work
she has done in the nine years
since she left Dordt College.
At present Cindy is an assis-
tant in ministry at Avery Street
Christian Reformed Church in
South Windsor, Connecticut.
She recently returned from
teaching English in China.
Having worked for the past
two years in Connecticut and
in China, she senses more
strongly than ever the impor-
tance of living out Christ's
love wherever we are.
After graduating from
Dordt, Cindy taught English
for three years at Unity Chris-
tian High School in Orange
City, Iowa. A year of teaching
English at Dordt, a year as
music director at Dordt radio
station KOCR, and another
two years at Unity, left her
with a desire to do something
different. She decided to go to
China.
"I wanted to go to China
for several reasons," says
Cindy. "Two years ago, when
I left Iowa, I was looking to do
something other than
teaching. I applied to teach
English in China for a year
and was accepted. But as I
began to weigh the decision, I
realized that I had never left
the Midwest and to go to
China was probably too big a
step."
Instead she voiunteered
through the Board of Home
Missions of the Christian
Reformed Church as a long-
term volunteer and decided to
go to China the next summer.
"Connecticut was a bit smaller
and since I wanted to share the
gospel of Christ with people in
a different setting, the East
Coast seemed like a good first
step."
"I love my job very, very
much. It's challenging and
allows me to use many dif-
ferent gifts that God has given
me," says Cindy. On a par-
ticular day she may lead a
senior citizens Bible study or a
group for singles and young
couples, go visit homes in the
community, or help plan the
liturgy for Sunday's service.
Cindy also coordinates the
three-year-old nursery school,
an important outreach of the
church. Most of the day-to-
day work is done by eight staff
persons. Cindy helps with
some activities, but spends
much of her time keeping in
contact with the parents of the
children. In addition to
visiting them at home, she
plans activities to bring the
parents together. At one such
event two mothers came up to
Cindy and said, "You know,
I'd like to know a little bit
more about your church."
Another mother whom
Cindy visited has been watch-
ing the school, the-church, and
the people who work with her
child for about a year. "I can
just tell the people who are
Christians," she says. "I can
tell by the way they love my
child. You've never asked me
for money, you've never
pressured me to belong to your
church, and I like that." In
answer to the mother's ques-
tions, Cindy shared with her
what the church believes.
Cindy feels certain that the
woman will visit their church
in the weeks ahead, and she
plans to keep in close contact
with her.
Although Cindy doesn't like
to separate "evangelism"
from the rest of her work,
there are several community
outreach tasks that she does.
In addition to calling on
visitors and canvasing homes
in the community, Cindy plans
activities that make Avery
Street a community church-a
church with open doors, ready
to serve the needs of people in
the community.
"As I talked to the nursery
school mother and listened to
her say that she had been
watching us for about a year,
it suddenly struck me that
that's exactly what we were
told as we went into China,"
Cindy continues. "We were
told that the way we taught,
the effort we put into our
teaching, the way we loved
them and cared for them and
laughed with them and talked
with them- that would make
the difference."
Cindy found that to be true.
"The Chinese people, through
their media, sometimes see
Americans as greedy, self-
centered, and materialistic. I
wanted to share with them that
my life is governed by a dif-
ferent set of standards, that I
was concerned about other
people and that I wanted to
live my life for God." By the
end of the swnmer one of
Cindy's students said that his
view of America did change as
a result of knowing her.
Although Cindy was in
China to teach English, she
tried to make her life sow
seeds of faith in the lives of the
students she taught in Hohhot,
Inner Mongolia. She took a
personal interest in the lives of
many of her students. One of
them whom the teachers
named Paul in English, was a
brilliant, but bitter young man
with whom Cindy spent many
hours. As a result of having
meningitis three times, he was
deaf in one ear. Consequently
he was sent to teach "junior
high" in one of the most
remote areas of the country,
Inner Mongolia. He watched
the customs and traditions of
the Mongolians slowly die as
the Han Chinese began to
dominate Mongolia. He
became angry. He had aspired
to be a scholar, teaching at a
university and instead, despite
his talents, was put out in a
remote village. He was
frustrated.
"I had many talks with
Paul. I tried to share with him
Christ's love and how bit-
terness makes you turn in-
ward, but love and a spirit of
giving makes you turn out-
ward so that you can benefit
society and the world. I hope
that someday those seeds may
be firmly rooted, grow,
blossom, and bear fruit," says
Cindy.
Near the end of the six-week
stay in Hohhot, one of the
assignments Cindy and the
other teachers gave to their
students was to write an essay
on "What in life is worth dy-
ing for?" "Andrew, the stu-
dent who was always asking
questions, gave me the oppor-
tunity I had prayed for" says
Cindy. "Miss Holtrop, I think
it is a difficult question! Tell
me, what would you say?"
"So I shared with him that
my love for Jesus Christ was
worth dying for, and that if I
died, I would have everything
to gain, because I would be go-
ing to live with Jesus."
Andrew replied, "What
about me? I don't believe in
your god. May I go to heaven
too?"
"It was very difficult to
answer that question in front
of the whole class, but I said,
'I'm sorry Andrew, you can-
not go to heaven unless you
believe' because Andrew was a
student who believed so
strongly in himself-as is
typical of Chinese students
since the revolution-that I
had to create some doubt
before seeds of faith could be
sown."
And now Cindy is back at
Avery Street Church, this time
as a paid staff person, recom-
mitted to showing Christ's
love to those around her.
"God has led me down so
many different paths," she
says. "I've enjoyed each new
twist, and I'm not sure what
other new twists there may be
in the future, but I intend to
continue to work in ministry-
related activities where I am
challenging people to have a
relationship with Jesus Christ
and be more effective servants
of Him. I can think of no
greater privilege or calling in
life." 0
Mr. Ma bids the summer teachers
farewell as they board the train for
Beijing. Mr. Ma was in charge of the
summer program and was very
helpful in providing for their needs.
Cindy writes "I invited my classroom monitor, Am}', and her son to my
apartment for refreshments and conversation. I prayed that there might be
opportunity to understand her better and to share my faith with her; however,
she had little interest In spiritual things."
"We were told that
the way we taught,
the effort we put
into our teaching,
the way we loved
them and cared for
them and laughed






live in Holland. MI.
Bruce and Rochelle (Molenaar)
DeBruin (ex '84, '84), Laura Marie,
September 26, 1987. Bruce is a farmer
and Rochelle works at Rolscreen Co.
in Pella. They live in Leighton, IA.
Jerry and Rosie (Bosma) Uaak ('84,
'84), Matthew Henry, October 11,
1987. Jerry works as a loan officer for
Farm Credit Service and Rose is a
substitute teacher and a homemaker.
They live in Outlook, WA.
Fred and Theresa (Gietemll, '84)
Van Beek, Angela Janelle, August 22,
1987. Fred is a dairy farmer and
Theresa is a homemaker after working
at Oregon State University for three
years. They live in Corvallis, OR.
Sioux Falls and Trudi is a homemaker.
They live in Bridgewater, SD.
Mark and Kim (Groen) Vande
Griend ('82, ex '82), Trevor Matthew,
September 6,1987, joins Ross,S, and
Eric, 2. Mark is a production trainer
at Hope Haven and Kim works part-
time as a nurses aid. They live in Sioux
Center, IA.
Bruce and Ingrid (Bestebroer, '83)
Mulder, Jordan Lee, June 12, 1987.
Bruce is employed at DenHoed's
Greenhouse in Boyden. Ingrid teaches
junior high language arts part-time at
Sheldon Christian School. They live in
Hull,IA.
Brian and Sandy (Meyer, '83) Polet,
Steven Eric, October 3, 1987. They
Scott and Faye Ross ('78), Katie Jo,
June 26, 1987, joins Megan, 3. They
live in Edina, MN.
Roger H. and Kim (Bowen) WaIstra
('78, '78), Timothy Daniel, April 26,
1987, joins Whitney, 7, and Kristen.o.
Roger is a manufacturing lead man at
Meridian Office Furniture, and Kim is
an insurance secretary for West
Michigan Gastroenterology. They live
in Norton Shores, MI.
Alan and Carey (Altena, '79) De
Boer, Brent Lee, July 29, 1987, joins
Drew Alan, 2. Alan is employed by the
city of Orange City, and Carey is a
secretary for the Vogel Paint & Wax
Co. in Orange City. They live in
Orange City.
Mike and Donna (Den Ouden, '79)
Muilenburg, Scott Michael, August
26, 1987, joins Kelli Lyn, 2. Mike is a
manager for IBM Corp. and Donna is
a homemaker after teaching for seven
years. They live in Omaha, NE.
Jerry and Mary (Vander Ploeg, '79)
Post, Benjamin Sybren, December 3,
1986. Jerry is an attorney in Chicago
and Mary is a librarian at the Chicago
West Side Christian School. They live
in Oak Park, IL.
Milan and Benita (Heeringa, ex '79)
TerBeest, Amanda Joy, June 5,1987,
joins Derek, 4, and Casey, 2. Milan
works for Youth For Christ/Campus
Life and Benita is a homemaker. They
live in Waupun, WI.
Joel and Geraldine (Dini De Rooy)
Veenstra ('79, '80), Derek Austin,
May 27, 1987, joins Loring Reed, 3.
Joel currently flies with the U.S. Air
Force and is stationed in Austin, TX.
Dini is in her final semester of
graduate studies in Library Science.
They live in Austin, TX.
Bill and Beth (Friesema, '80) Gould,
Thomas Andrew, October 10, 1987,
joins Billy,S, and Timothy, 3. Bill is a
student at North American Baptist
Seminary, Sioux Falls and is a part-
time associate pastor. BUI also works
part-time at Citibank and Beth is a
homemaker. They live in Sioux Falls,
SD.
Todd and Sandi (Ryks) Slagter (ex
'80), Hillary Joy, September 7, 1987,
joins Lindsey Jo, 3, and Natalie Jean,
I. Todd works for Prinsco Inc. of
Prinsburg and Sandi is a Ward
Secretary on the DB Unit at Rice
Memorial Hospital in Willmar, MN.
They live in Prinsburg, MN.
Lyle and Lonnie Gorter ('81),
Christopher Dean, July 25, 1987. Lyle
is an accountant with the Grice, Lund,
& Tarkington accounting firm. They
live in Escondido, CA.
Mike and Pearl (Vander Wan
Schouten ('81, ex '81), Coby Joy,
August 13, 1986, joins Bobbie Jo, 5,
and Micah, 4. Mike manages the
Dordt College Swine and Beef Farm
and Pearl is a homemaker. They live
in Sioux Center, IA.
Stan and Cheryl (Hoekstra, '82)
Fynaardt, Daniel Lee, August 30,
1987. Stan is employed by Vermeer
Manufacturing in Pella and Cheryl
resigned after teaching for five years
to a full-time homemaker. They live in
Pella, lAo
Randy and Judy (Kleene) Hilbelink
('82, '82), Craig Randall, May 25,
1987, joins Mark, 4. Randy teaches
grades 6 and 7 and also coaches at
Ireton Christian School. They live in
Ireton, IA.
Jim and Judy (Gritter) Klein-
wolterink, ('82, '82), Jori Anne, July
2, 1987, joins Jenna Leigh, 2. They
live in Sheldon, lAo
Ed and Sue (Otte, '82) Klynsma,
Michael Edward, April 7, 1987, joins
Maria, 6, Julie, 4, and Karen, 2. Ed is
the vice president of B & K Tire Co.
and Sue is a homemaker. They live in
Hospers, IA.
Dave and Trudi (Hofer) Nelson (ex
'82), Kensi Janelle, August 26, 1987,
joins Dusti, 5, and Kyle, 3. Dave is the
head company beef grader and beef
cooler supervisor at John Morrell in
'76) Bandfield, Laura Rose, June 10,
1987. Peter is an electronics technician
for Rockwell Collins and Mimi works
part-time for KTOF-FM. They live in
Marion,IA.
Scott and Sue (Wolters, '77) Sluiter,
Timothy Scott, October 8, 1987, joins
Matthew, 7, Emily, 4, and Alex, I.
They live in Holland, MI.
Leon and Margaret (De Vries, ex
'77) Vander Weerdt, Kyra Lynn,
August 16, 1987, joins Faye, 8, and
Gwyn, 3. Leon farms and works at
Sully Cooperative Exchange as a truck
driver, and Margaret is managing
editor of the weekly Diamond Trail
News in Sully. They live in Lynnville,
IA.
Jim and Alma (Addink, '78) De
Vries, Michelle Joy, June 6, 1987. Jim
is employed as assistant treasurer at
Quimby Walstrom Paper and Alma
works as a claim supervisor for
Crawford and Co. They live in Grand
Rapids, MI.
Elmer and Sharlene (Byker)
Jelgerhuls ('78, '81), Rachel Lee,
August 4,1987. Elmer is employed by
FluiDyne Engineering Corporation,
and Shar is a homemaker. They live in
Bloomington, MN.
Jim and Lols (Tanis, '71) Veenstra,
Jessica Eileen, August 5, 1987, joins
Laurie, 16, and Michael, 12. Jim is a
sales representative for Babcock and
Wilcox, and Lois is a homemaker.
They live in Lombard, IL.
Galen and Peggy Ledeboer ('73);
David William, July to, 1987, joins
Daniel, 3. Galen is a lieutenant com-
mander in the U.S. Navy, presently
attending a naval post graduate school
in Monterey. They live in Monterey,
CA.
Richard and Sally (Luiken) Rietema
('74, '74)AaronLee, July IS, 1986.
The Rietemas adopted Aaron on Oc-
tober 15, 1986. Dick is an attorney in
Holland, and Sally is a homemaker.
They live in Zeeland, MI.
Bill and Nancy (Kroeze, '75)
Kingma, Logan John, July 29, 1987,
joins Kevin, 7, and Bonnie, 4. They
live in Hawarden, IA.
Keith and Darlene (venderbrug,
'75) Struik, Justin John, September
IS, 1987, joins Kirk, 3. Keith is a
mechanic at Van Wyk Freight Lines in
Grinnell, and Darlene is a homemaker
and does some substitute teaching.
They live in Sully, IA.
Peter and Miriam (Mimi Ernest,
BECOMING ONE
Aaron is an editor, poet, and
playwright. Corinna is a freelance
graphic artist. They live in Edmonton,
AB.
Doug Wondergem, Jane Baker
('83), April 18, 1987. Doug is an auto
mechanic and Jane is a violations clerk
for the Bridgewood Municipal Court.
They live in Prospect Park, NJ.
Pete Verhoeven, LuJean Evink
('83), July 31, 1987. Pete is a profes-
sional basketball player and will be
playing in Europe. LuJean is an
elementary education teacher and will
be taking a leave of absence while
studying in Europe.
Philip Kooiker, Bonnie June Vande
Voort ('86,'86),August15,1987.Phil
is in his second year of med. school at
the University of Iowa and Bonnie is
employed by a CPA firm in Iowa City.
They live in Iowa City.
Jim Dolkema, Lavonne Nannenga
('76, '80), July 31, 1987. Jim is the
music programming director for
KDCR-FM on Dordt's campus.
Lavonne is a free-lance editor. They
live in Sioux Center, IA.
Jim Van Milligan ('78), Marsha
Mannes, August 29, 1987. Jim is a
senior software engineer for Martin
Marietta Astronautics in Denver and
Marsha is a birth certificate secretary
at Rose Medical Center. They live in
Conifer, CO.
Rod Stoffels, Karla Goeman ('82),
September 19, 1987. Rod is a com-
mericallines underwriter at Minnesota
Mutual Insurance Company and Karla
is a personal lines associate under-
writer at Midwest Family Mutual In-
surance Company. They live in Maple
Grove, MN.
Aaron H. Bushkowsky, Corinna
(c'B.) Meijers ('82), May 30, 1987.
AwMNINE\NS
LaCrosse, WI, after finishing his
master's degree work in Mechanical
Engineering (Building Energy Utiliza-
tion) at Iowa State University.
Gene Wubben ('85) finished his
master's degree in Mechanical
Engineering at Iowa State University
and has started working for the Iowa
Department of Natural Resources in
Des Moines. He is doing energy audits
and conservation studies for public
school systems around the state.
Mark DeBoer ('86) is working as a
programmer for I.D.S., a financial
services company (based in Min-
neapolis), writing COBOL programs.
Mark lives in Chaska, MN.
Randy Geels ('86), after one year of
graduate study, has qualified for the
doctoral program in solid state elec-
trical engineering at the University of
California at Santa Barbara.
Darla Nibbelink ('86) is currently
working as editor of the Cherokee
Daily Times. She previously worked as
a staff writer at the Daily Reporter in
Spencer, lA, and taught music at
Manhattan Christian School in
Manhattan, MT. Darla lives in
Cherokee, IA.
Brent Disselkoen ('87) accepted a
position with Loral Systems (formerly
Goodyear Aerospace) and is working
for the Reconnaissance Radar Divi-
sion in Phoenix, AZ.
Aldon and Jolene (Visser) Schaap
('77, ex '76) are presently ministering
to the Gateway Community Church in
Merced, CA. The Schaaps have two
children, Joel Peter, 4, and Janae
Marie, 2.
Lauren and Connie (Mouw) Runia
('80, ex '82) are serving as support
workers for a two-year term with
Wyc)iffe Bible Translators in Papua,
New Guinea. Lauren is teaching music
in a school for missionary children
and Connie is working part-time as an
R.N. in the medical clinic in Ukarum-
pa. The Runias live in New Guinea.
Rudy and Debi (Burrus, '83)
Witschi are going to Danie Biva, In-
donesia, with Wycliffe Bible
Translators for the two-year short
term assistant program. Rudy will be
the head of construction and Debi will
be teaching missionary children.
Kurt Kuipers ('84) is working for
Nabisco as an intern in the process
research group. His design work
focuses on the ingredient handling
system for a continuous mixer. He
recently received his master's degree in
food technology from Iowa State
University.
Cheryl Mulder ('85) works as a
computer programmer for Ferris,
Busscher, & Zwiers CPA Firm in
Holland, MI.
Doug Westra ('85) recently began
working for the Trane Corporation in




J We at Dordt College are interested in hearing how you are
doing and what kinds of events are happening in your life.
Please check and fill out the coupon below and mail to:
Alumni Association, Dordt College, Sioux Center, Iowa
51250. Marcia Van Baren
from Grandville, Michigan,
received a Western Michigan
Alumni Scholarship of $400.
In addition to the alumni
scholarship, Marcia received a
four-year Dordt College merit
scholarship totaling $1,600.
Merit scholarships are given in
recognition of academic
achievement, ACT scores, or
extra-curricular involvement.
Marcia is an elementary
education major at Dordt Col-
lege and is a graduate of Cove-
nant Christian High School in
Walker, Michigan.
Teresa Van Gunst, a
freshman from New Era,
Michigan, was one of two
students to receive a $400
Western Michigan Alumni
Scholarship. Teresa was also
awarded a Dordt College
Merit Scholarship tolaling
$3,600 to be distributed over a
four year period.
Teresa is a social work ma-
jor and is also interested in
government, political science,
and journalism. She is a
graduate of Western Michigan













A day with Student Services
Most of the 960 students
on Dordt's campus spend only 15
hours each week in a classroom
But those 15 hours are the most
important reason why students
are here. It is the job of Dordt's
student affairs office to ensure
that the other 153 hours of the
week provide an environment in
which students can both learn
and grow as Christians.
Marion Van Soelen, Dordt's
dean of students, supervises the
wide variety of activities and ser-
vices that are available to Dordt
students. Three other staff per-
son~ Glenda Droogsma, director
of personal counseling, Jan
Schregardu~ director of resident
life, and Quentin Van Essen,
director of career planning and
placement, work with Van
Soelen to create and maintain an
atmosphere and environment
that allows students to study and
grow as Christian students. A
look at a typical daily log of any
staff person shows the variety of
ways they work to accomplish this
goal
respondence. The rest will
have to wait until tomorrow.
4:00: Called Royal Huang, a
Chinese student at North-
western College to confirm his
speaking in our chapel next
week.
4:05: Wrote an announcement
for tomorrow's campus
bulletin asking for prayer for a
student and her family whose
young brother was diagnosed
as having cancer.
4:15: Approved several bills
for payment-printing of the
Diamond, film rental for
Alcohol Awareness Week,
coffee and cookies for Tues-
day morning's pre-chapel
campus social.
4:45: Received a call from a
faculty member about a stu-
dent who has been skipping
class a lot lately.
Quentin Van Essen
8:00: Met with a senior work-
ing on setting up his credential
file.
9:00: More of the same.
10:00: Met with freshman who
came on probation. He is
working hard and it looks like
he will be off probation by
next semester.
11:00: Met with freshman who
did poorly on her mid-terms.
Talked about study skills and
managing her time better.
Recommended dropping one
course.
11:00: Met with senior think-
ing about grad school. Talked
about taking GRE and which
universities to write.
1:00: Talked to several visiting
high school seniors about
career possibilities.
2:00: Gave Strom-Campbell in-
terest test to sophomore who
Marion Van Soelen & Jan Schregardus
feels undecided about his major.
3:00: Talked with personnel
manager from Ernst and





8:00: Met with a student about
a roommate conflict. We
discussed and role-played
possible ways to handle the
situation.
9:00: Met with a student who
has been exceptionally
"down" lately and slept
through several classes this
week.
10:00: Contacted a community
mental health agency for an
evaluation and possible refer-
ral for one of our students.
10:15: Grabbed a quick cup of
coffee.
10:30: Attended a meeting to
plan next SUB Club event.
1:00: Met with a student and
his RA concerning a friend's
eating disorder.
2:00: Met with a student com-
mittee to plan a campfire sing-
a-long for Sunday evening.
3:00: Previewed a video to use
in a seminar on Christian
dating later in the semester.
7:00: Led an evening support




10:30: Received a call at home
from a student who had a fight
with her best friend, who then
took off.
Paul Wielard, a sophomore from
Sioux Center, is one of many
students who consult with Quentin
Van Essen about planning a career.
Marion Van Soelen
8:00: Read the security log to
check for problems that arose
overnight. Itwas a quiet night.
8:15: Met with a resident hall
director to approve the action
of the hall judicial board in a
decision regarding violation of
visiting hours.
9:00: Met with a mother who
came 1500miles to accompany
her daughter to a Sioux Falls
hospital for tests due to severe
headaches and dizziness. Sent
a memo to her professors ex-
plaining her absence.
9:25: Received a call from a
local farmer who offered his
field for gleaning to any club
wanting a fund raiser.
9:30: Met with a student re-
ferred by a resident director
because he was a minor and
came in with alcohol on his
breath.
10:00: Received a call from the
Christian Reformed Board of
Publications to discuss our
decision to purchase the New
Psalter Hymnal' for our
chapel.
10:10: Prepared a recommen-
dation for a student applying
to medical school.
10:30: Met with student body
president Dan Vanden Bosch
to discuss a proposal Student
Forum was submitting to a
faculty/student committtee.
10:55: Asked administrative
assistant, Mrs. Dekkenga, to
send a memo to members of
the Spiritual Activities Com- Jan Schregardus meeting involving RD and all
mittee reminding them of the 9:00: Held weekly meeting RAs. Discussed several joys
meeting next Monday. with an RA regarding what is and resolved some problems.
11:00: Met with a student who happening on her wing. 2:00: Met with adoptive
was appealing a parking Discussed a student who is ill, parents of one of the interna-
ticket. a roommate problem, and tional students to discuss how
11:30: Took an hour off to someone having trouble things are going. Offered a
play raquetball. academically. few suggestions, but things are
1:00: Attended a meeting of 10:00: Met with Vietnamese going well.
the Task Force on Interna- student about his academic 3:00: Continued research for
tional and Minority Students. standing and relationships the rough draft of a college
2:30: Met with the co- with other students. He is do- policy statement on AIDS.
chairpersons for next year's ing well. 6:30: Led Bible Study for in-
retreat to select the committee 11:00: Met with RD about an ternational students.
and set up a schedule. episode that happened last 11:00: Phone rang-a student
3:30: Went through about a night. Will refer to the dean of asked me to come to campus
third of the mail-some of students. to help with a roommate prob-









study and grow as
Christian students."
Glenda Droogsma and Sharon
Elgersma plan the next SUB Club
event. SUB Club plans relaxing even-
ings for students to sit and talk over
non-alcoholic drinks.
Calvin. Reluctant to proceed
with the building proposal un-
til the "society versus church
control" and quota relief
issues were resolved, synod ap-
pointed another study com-
mittee.
The new study committee
came to the Synod of 1957
with a divided report. The ma-
jority report, signed by six
members of the committee,
recommended that:
I. The church has an im-
plied right to own and operate
a college, and therefore Calvin
should remain church con-
trolled.
2. A new campus be built.
3. Churches who want to
support junior colleges be en-
titled to a 20 percent reduction
in their Calvin quota.
A minority report, signed by
five members of the commit-
tee, recommended that:
I. Control of a college is not
an ecclesiastical duty derived
from Scriptural teaching.
2. A quota reduction for
Dordt College is proper and
should be allowed.
3. Synod should move
toward divesting itself from
direct control of Calvin.
Synod rejected both reports
because they felt that the
grounds cited did not not lead
to the conclusions. An ad-
visory committee suggested a
"middle ground" that, in
essence, said the church has
the "derived" right to per-
form functions related to the
primary task of the church
when the well-being of the
church and its members de-
mand it and when the times
show a need.
Synod adopted the advisory
committee's report and
declared that "under the pres-
ent circumstances the Church
shall continue to own and
operate Calvin College."
The grounds for the deci-
sion seemed highly subjective
because no effort was made to
test whether the assumptions
made were valid. Summarized
they are as follows:
I. There is not enough com-
mitment at present to ensure
the future of Calvin without
the church's support.
2. The great geographical
distances between Calvin and
CRC people would make it
difficult to maintain broad,
active support.
3. Owning Calvin gives the
church more direct supervision
over the religious character of
the instruction, the spiritual
tone of the college, and the ap-
pointment of faculty.
4. Many church-related col-
leges have collapsed when
severed from the church.
5. The college needs the
financial stability of knowing
where its funds are coming
from.
After justifying its present
ownership of Calvin, synod
approved plans for Calvin's
expansion. The "junior col-
lege problem," as it is referred
to in the minutes, was assigned
to the standing advisory
budget committee for further
study.
The struggle to gain recogni-
tion for Oordt from the in-
stituted church was not over.
In 1958 the Standing Advisory
Budget Committee recom-
mended that Synod approve a
24 percent quota reduction for
classes in the Dordt College
area. Although the recommen-
dation was initially approved,
opponents marshalled support
for reconsideration and later
in the week synod rescinded its
decision.
The struggle resumed in
1960 and finally in I%2, ten
years after the first overture,
synod adopted a quota relief
program for classes that sup-
port area colleges. That quota
relief plan will be outlined in
the next issue of Voice. 0
CRC Quota Support (2)
Dordt's struggle for recognition
Lyle Gritters
The beginning of
Oordt College in the fall of
1955 opened a new chapter in
the "church versus society
control of Calvin College"
controversy within the CRC.
The debate reached a peak
during the 1950s after Classis
Sioux Center overtured the
Synod of 1953 to allow any
classis affiliated with Oordt
College to hold back 20 per-
cent of their Calvin quotas.
Synod referred the overture
to the Calvin Board of
Trustees. Two years later, the
Calvin board advised synod
not to approve the Sioux
Center overture.
The Synod of 1955,
however, concerned about be-
ing charged with lack of objec-
tivity, assigned the matter to a
special synodical study com-
mittee. This committee recom-
mended that Classis Sioux
Center and other classes of-
fically affiliated with Oordt
Junior College be allowed to
reduce their quota by 20 per-
cent if supporting both institu-
tions became a financial
burden. Ignoring the study
committee's recommendation,
the Synod of 1956 voted
against the Sioux Center over-
ture.
At this point the CRC found
itself in an awkward position.
For several years the Calvin
board had been pushing a plan
to sell the old campus and
build a new campus at a new
location. The move would be
expensive, but most church
leaders were enthusiastic
about the proposed project.
But many also opposed the
expansion plan. Seven classes,
in overtures to the Synod of
1955, again challenged the
legitimacy of ecclesiastical
ownership and control of
'87 alum's research project leads to job
Rob Ribbens research and also to gain
valuable experience needed for
today's job market.
My work with APJ was a
tremendous learning ex-
perience. Oealing with
political issues, getting task
force assignments and present-
ing research findings made my
research take on concrete im-
portance. Eventually, AP J
presented oral and written
testimony before a committee
of the Iowa Legislature as they
considered enacting ground-
water legislation. I was proud
to have my research results in-
cluded as part of that
testimony.
The research and work I did
for AP J would have been im-
possible without the prepara-
tion I received in my other
courses in the Environmental
Studies major. Not only did I
receive professional training in
chemistry and biology, but I
was taught the concept of
stewardship. The emphasis
that we are all responsible to
the Lord for our actions, in-
cluding polluting the creation,
is not something that would be
included in all college cur-
ricula. My studies at Dordt
gave me a reason and drive to
do well in my field-to protect
God's creation.
The experience has also paid
off in employment. Partly
because of this project I was
hired by A and L Midwest
Agricultural Laboratories in
Omaha, Nebraska.
Today as I think back on my
.senior year and look forward
to the year ahead working in
the lab, I am proud to have
studied at Oordt College. 0
wells and city water sources.
High levels of nitrate in
groundwater also threaten the
health of those who drink the
water. Problems such as
hypertension, congenital
malformations, and cancers
(especially of the stomach)
may result from consuming
waters containing high levels
of nitrate. A specific, serious
problem is that of
methemoglobenemia-more
commonly referred to as "blue
baby" -a condition caused by
babies' intake and accumula-
tion of nitrates from the water
they drink or even from their
mother's own milk. Nitrate
causes the blood to change in
such a way that oxygen cannot
be easily carried to the tissues
that need it. A baby may ac-
tually suffer from "internal
suffocation," indicated by a
bluish-brown coloring of the
skin. Without treatment,
death may result.
Ouring this project I sam-
pled eighty wells. The results
were frightening. Over 50 per-
cent of the wells tested had
nitrates in excess of current
health regulations. This may
be only a sign of things to
come regarding the quality of
the water we and our children
will drink.
After a few weeks of testing
wells, I was asked to join a
task force on water quality
sponsored by the Association
for Public Justice (AP J). This
was an opportunity that I
wasn't expecting, but it was a
welcome one. The task force
work gave me an opportunity
to share the information that I
was gaining through my
a Oordt College
senior I had some experiences
that have had a great impact
on my life and my career. Last
fall, for an independent study,
I began a research project on
nitrate contamination in
private water supplies. During
my senior year I spent many
hours in the field collecting
water samples from rural wells
and in the library studying
research literature.
My findings confirmed to
me that nitrate contamination
of groundwater supplies is a
very serious problem. The in-
cidence of nitrates in ground-
water results primarily from
over-application of nitrogen
fertilizers on crop land.
Nitrogen, an essential nutrient
for plant growth, is often
over-applied in the drive for
higher production. Unfor-
tunately, much of the excess
nitrogen is "lost" by seeping
into the groundwater and
flowing to drainage routes.
Why is this of concern? The
form that this nitrogen
takes-nitrate-is very mobile
in water and nearly impossible
to remove. At present there is
only limited technology for its
removal on a small-scale basis
and nearly none for large-scale
removal from a city's water
supply. On one hand, its
mobility causes a great loss of
fertilizer as water drains from
the soil, costing Iowa farmers
$200 million a year. Having
left the soil, however, nitrate
penetrates many water sup-
plies, including private rural
Rob RibbeDs ('87) and his wife, Julie
(Kroese, ex '87), DOW live in Omaha,
Nebraska. Rob works as an en-
vironmental technician/chemist,
analysing tbe contamination in soil,















Defenders ended the volleyball
season with shining colors this
year. The Junior Varsity team
finished with a record of 15-6,
and the Varsity team finished
with a record of 27-9.
Three of the JV losses were
to varsity teams, giving them
an actual record of 15-3.
Although there are no con-
ference standings recorded for
JV teams, Dordt's record
against lakota conference
teams was 8-2, putting them
near the top in their league.
Coach Mary Schutten summed
the season up as a good one
with lots of good teamwork.
No particular player stood out
as being more valuable; they
were a group of seven solid
players.
Varsity's lakota Conference
record was 7-3, putting them
in second place. Highlights of
the season included easily
defeating Sioux Falls'
Augustana, the NCAA divi-
sion number two power, by 3
to 0; capturing second place in
the Dordt Tournament; and
an excellent month of October
play, which included defeating
Briar Cliff and Morningside,
qualifying them for the district
playoffs. This is the third year
in a row that Dordt has been
one of the four top teams in
Iowa, qualifying them for
district playoffs.
Three seniors who showed
good leadership and solid
play, and who will be sorely
missed are Sue Dokter, Vonda
Broek, and Renae Goslinga,
Dokter and Broek were both
selected for the conference and
district First Team, and Gos-
linga made the Second Team
in both conference and
district. Dokter and Broek
were the top two blockers for
Dordt's team, each averaging
two blocks per game.
Schutten stated that the
team was a fun group to
coach. They were hard
workers and open to spiritual
chalJenges. "It was great to
watch them grow as volleyball
players and individuals." D
Soccer season best yet for Dordt
Miriam Keen
Dordt's soccer team
also concluded a successful
season with a record 14wins, 3
losses, and I tie-the best
record Dordt' s soccer team
has had since it became a var-
sity sport ten years ago.
The team played many
tough games including one
against Marycrest, whom they
defeated 1-0 in the first district
playoffs game. They also were
able to take the championship
at the Dordt Invitational tour-
.narnent held in September.
But in the final game of the
season against Grandview,
Dordt was defeated 1-0.
Coach Quentin Van Essen
attributed the success of the
season to the group of five ex-
perienced seniors on the team
as well as seven very talented
freshmen, five of whom were
on the starting line-up by the
end of the season. Van Essen
expects an equally victorious
record for next year in spite of
losing five seniors because of
the talent shown by this year's
freshman players. Van Essen
feels that Dordt's defense was
the team's strongest asset this
season. Senior Dave Schenk
was named defensive player of
the year.
Four of Dordt's players
were chosen to the NAIA all
district team. They are Tim
Van Denend and Dave
Schenk, seniors; Simon De
long, junior; and Jim Klein,
sophomore. This season the
team was able to tie two school
records. Senior Ray Middel,
the offensive player of the
year, tied the record set by
Tim De Groot in 1980and tied
by Don Top in 1982, of scor-
ing 22 goals in a single season.
The team also tied the record
of eight shut-outs set in 1981.
In all, "the team was hard-
working, fun, and easy to
work with. There really was no
'down' part of the season,"
says Van Essen, now in his
eighth year of coaching. And
he credits part of the team's
success to fan support. The
games drew home crowds
ranging form 200 to 300
people-the best turnouts
they've had yet. D





























Joe J. Dahm Memorial Music
Scholarship
Minnie J. Dahm Organ
Education Scholarship
Ringerwole Piano Scholarship
Dordt College Music Grant
Pre-Seminary








15, 1988. Following is a list of























Scholar Award is a new
scholarship being awarded by
Dordt College beginning in
1988. The award will be given
to three incoming freshmen
and will guarantee the reci-
pient $3500 from Dordt Col-
lege and other outside sources.
The Distinguished Scholar
Awards are renewable for four
years if the students meet the
GPA requirements.
The application deadline for
all scholarships and grants for
incoming freshmen is January
11
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FAcULlYNEWS
The professional involvements 0/Dordt faculty
members outside of the classroom reveal Dordrs
commitment to provide educational leadership in
the Christian community as well as among its
own students: By sharing these activities, we hope
to provide fellow Christians with further
resources, ideas, and encouragement as they work
to be of service in Christ's kingdom.
Dr. J.B. Hulst gave a keynote address ti-
tied "Christ-Centered Education" at a Chris-
tian teacher's convention in Chilliwack, B.C.
He also presented two workshops titled
"Spirituality in the Classroom" and "A
Biblical Perspective on School Administra-
tion." On December 6, Hulst led a Youth
Service in Hamilton, Ontario.
Martin Dekkenga, associate professor of
communication, was elected to the board of
directors of Christian Schools International
from District VI, which includes Iowa, South
Dakota, Minnesota, Nebraska, and western
Wisconsin.
Dr. Tom Visker, associate professor of
physical education, was appointed to the
Physical Education In-service Planning Com-
mittee of the Iowa Area Education Agency 4.
The committee plans in-service days for
physical education teachers in the five north-
west Iowa counties served by AEA 4.
Dr. John Van Dyk, director of the Center
for Christian Studies and professor of
philosophy, spoke to Christian school
faculties in Miami, Ft. Lauderdale, Tampa,
and Bradenton, Fla., on the topic "Distinc-
tive Christian Education." He also addressed
teachers at the Florida Christian Teachers
Association Convention in Orlando on Oc-
tober 15 and 16.
"Jonathan Edwards on 'Faithful and Suc-
cessful Ministers,' .. an article by Dr. Helen
Westra, associate professor of English, was
recently published in the Early American
Literature Journal. The article includes
analysis and transcriptions of previously un-
published sermons from the Edwards
Manuscript Collection at Yale University's
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library.
Dr. Louis Van Dyke, professor of history,
gave a presentation on the origins of the
United States Constitution to members of the
Sioux Center Women's Club.
Dr. Mike Vanden Bosch, professor of
English, participated in a Christian College
Coalition conference on "Literature in the
Christian College Classroom." The focus of
the conference, at which 75 Christian colleges
were represented, was to provide insight into
developing a biblical insight into literature.
Mary Lou Wielenga, instructor in piano
and organ, gave a workshop for organists on
"Organ Music and the Church Year" spon-
sored by the Siouxland Council for Christian
Education and Enrichment. In October and
November, she led workshops on organ
registration for organists in Spencer and
Sheldon, Ia.
On November 6, Dr. Kenneth Bussema,
professor of psychology, conducted two
workshops on the topic "Depression" for the
Reformed Church in America's Women's
Mid-Triennial Conference in Sioux Falls,
S.D.
Dordt College
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